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special election edition

Dear Neighbors,

All of us at the Jackson Center are excited to bring you a special issue of the Northside News as the next election nears on November 7, 2017! While our standard
issue featuring articles, the Ask Keith column, community board, and monthly trivia will be produced later in the month of October, we wanted to deliver you
candidate features prior to entering the polls. For both the towns of Chapel Hill and Carrboro, we asked each candidate for Mayor and Town Council the following:
1) What do you see as one priority action you will take with regard to Northside?
2) If elected, what is your plan for increasing affordable housing in your receptive municipality?
A reprint of Carrboro candidate responses can be found below; Chapel Hill candidate responses can be found on the opposite side of your paper.

who is running for local office in carrboro?
carrboro mayoral candidates
Lydia Lavelle

Priority action for Northside?
A priority action I support is increasing our engagement
and interaction with members of the Northside community.
Communication and outreach between Carrboro elected
officials and the Northside community is essential as we work
to address affordability, transportation, housing, safety, support
of local businesses, equity, and preserving our history. We must
include everyone in these conversations.
Plan for increasing affordable housing in Carrboro?
The Town’s newly appointed Affordable Housing Advisory Commission is charged
with implementing goals and objectives from an extensive report from the
Board’s Affordable Housing Task Force. These include stewarding the Affordable
Housing Special Revenue Fund, exploration of town property affordable housing
opportunities, studying expansion of the land use ordinance to allow more
accessory housing, and continuing to work with groups such as Empowerment, Inc.

Carrboro board of alderman candidates (continued)
Jacquelyn gist

Priority action for Northside?
I am very impressed with the work done by Empowerment
in the Northside and Lloyd/Broad neighborhood. Increasing
support for and recognition of Empowerment’s work is a
priority.
Plan for increasing affordable housing in Carrboro?
I support Carrboro’s current work, which includes helping fund
housing organizations, the affordable housing density bonus,
support of the new CASA housing project and the town’s
Affordable Housing Task Force and Advisory Board...I support changes to zoning
regulations to allow auxiliary dwelling units to provide both affordable rentals and
additional income for homeowners on fixed incomes...I also support using [townand county-owned] land to build affordable housing.

Randee Haven O'Donnell

Priority action for Northside?
Expand the Northside Neighborhood partnered, collaborative
initiative. It is an exemplary model of partnership between
Priority action for Northside?
UNC, the Jackson Center and Self-Help. This deep community
To preserve Bolin Creek. To keep the forest on the Northside
effort knits together long-term and new owners, renters, and
as intact as possible and to preserve the creek.
students. Action item: Ensure funds to sustain the current
Plan for increasing affordable housing in Carrboro?
model. Replicate the model; forge creative partnerships, fund
Yes, an issue that Carrboro should have addressed many
land and/or house acquisition and construction, and sustain
years ago when land and house prices were within a budget
neighborhoods throughout our community.
to build/purchase. But we still have options, from getting new
home buyers (working with a local credit institution) into a Plan for increasing affordable housing in Carrboro?
“tiny house” development to working with developers to build I advocate the full implementation of Carrboro’s Affordable Housing Task Force’s
housing into their retail. We should look at the feasability of adding housing above comprehensive, multi-pronged approach. It includes a range of needs for folks
with varied housing needs. Carrboro set-up a Special Revenue Fund with three
shopping centers.
programs it can address: off-set the cost of affordable housing construction, rental
and/or utility deposit assistance, BIHP (Buyer Identified Homeownership-subsidies
Carrboro board of alderman candidates
to applicants for market rate homes).

Michael "Mike" Benson

Paul Clark

Priority action for Northside?
Managing growth is a priority for the Northside. In order to
manage it fairly, the town needs balanced representation on the
board. As a father of 3 who lives North of downtown I want
to bring input from the under-represented neighborhoods
who are impacted by future growth.
Plan for increasing affordable housing in Carrboro?
I think working with local developers to create inclusive
affordable housing is the best plan. Inclusive affordable
housing is cost effective, encourages community involvement, and builds strong
neighborhoods.

barbara foushee

Priority action for Northside?
I will continue to advocate through the Northside
Neighborhood Initiative and other collaborative processes
as we continue to balance the needs of long-term residents,
newer residents, homeowners, renters and students. It is very
concerning to me that this used to be the largest AfricanAmerican community in Chapel Hill and it has truly lost some
of its unique strength because of home ownership decline.
Plan for increasing affordable housing in Carrboro?
I support creating/extending collaborative processes with local non-profits
(e.g. Community Home Trust and CASA), community groups and other local
governments. As we look at aligning budget with community priorities, it would
be interesting to consider how Carrboro can increase funding into the affordable
housing fund over a period of time. The Affordable Housing Advisory Board will
bring a unique perspective as well.

Sammy Slade

Priority action for Northside?
Explore –and if possible- having the Town of Carrboro
participate in the funding of the Jackson Center’s Property
Tax Support project for the Northside neighbors that are in
Carrboro and that qualify.
Plan for increasing affordable housing in Carrboro?
Being on the affordable housing task force since its inception,
I have helped create our plan which has two major goals by
2024: 1) to more then double our permanently affordable
homes and 2) to significantly increase the number of rental units that are
permanently affordable to individuals and families. I am for developing sustained
funding in partnership with the county and peer municipalities.

early voting sites for nov. 7 election
Early Voting Locations
Carrboro Town Hall 301 W. Main St., Carrboro
Chapel of the Cross 304 E. Franklin St., Chapel Hill
Seymour Senior Ctr 2551 Homestead Rd., Chapel Hill
Early Voting Times

Carrboro

CH Cross

Seymour

Mon-Fri Oct 23-Oct 27 9:00A-6:00P

12:00P-7:00P

12:00-7:00P

Sat Oct 28

9:00A-1:00P

CLOSED

9:00A-1:00P

Mon-Fri Oct 30-Nov 3

9:00A-6:00P*

12:00P-7:00P* 12:00P-7:00P*

* - all sites will CLOSE at 5:00 PM on Tues Oct 31

Sat Nov 4

9:00A-1:00P

9:00A-1:00P

Visit us at www.jacksoncenter.info or 512 W. Rosemary Street or call us at (919) 960-1670!

9:00A-1:00P
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who is running for local office in chapel hill?
Chapel hill town council candidates (Continued)
maria palmer

Chapel hill mayoral candidates
pam hemminger

Priority action for Northside?
Actions which I plan to take with regard to Northside include
1) work with our partners to create/save more homes for
families; 2) collaborate with CHCCS on sharing facilities
to provide more camp and recreation opportunities for
youths; 3) Encourage participation in the Historic Civil Rights
Commemorations project to help capture and tell the stories
of the Civil Rights movement in Chapel Hill.
Plan for increasing affordable housing in Chapel Hill?
At present, Chapel Hill is working to create a Strategic Affordable Housing Plan
which includes concrete goals and an investment strategy. We are identifying townowned properties that are suitable for multi-family affordable housing, exploring
new housing models (ie Tiny Homes and duplexes) and increasing collaboration
with neighboring governments, large employers, developers and housing partners
to reach our goal of 400 new units in 5 years.

eugene farrar (write-in candidate)

Priority action for Northside?
My one priority action would be to make developers of highrises and luxury homes build good and affordable housing for
those seniors and others that they displace and also for our
police and fire officers, teachers, and other town employees
that too often cannot afford to live in the community that they
serve.
Plan for increasing affordable housing in Chapel Hill?
Besides requiring developers to build affordable housing, I
would cap property taxes for long-term residents, rehabilitate existing houses, and
develop a plan to open the town to people of all colors and classes. The Town
should also help lift everyone out of poverty by providing training to become police
officers, carpenters, plumbers, and bricklayers and earn a good living so that they
can live in that affordable housing.

Chapel hill town council candidates
Allen buansi

Priority action for Northside?
I will engage residents, especially long-time residents and
their children, on Town boards and commissions. I will seek
a partner non-profit education group to create a 1-3 month
training program that prepares applicants for board service.
I will convene an advisory group to plan and organize this
training program and be prepared to launch the initiative
within 45 days of assuming office.
Plan for increasing affordable housing in Chapel Hill?
I’ll explore using limited surplus government properties to increase housing stock.
I favor the Town’s support of the Penny for Affordable Housing program and will
prioritize identifying other programs that can generate affordable housing revenue.
I support subsidized housing and the renovation of town-owned public housing
units. I’ll champion the Town’s facilitation of the construction of tiny homes through
its funding and partnerships with non-profits.

hongbin gu

Please note that candidate Hongbin Gu did not respond to our questions.

ed harrison

Priority action for Northside?
My priority action now would involve raising the emphasis
on providing more rental housing for our lowest-wealth
residents, many of whom are functionally homeless or close
to it. So I will ask for: a comprehensive status report from staff
on this, including how this is to be handled in the 2018-19
budget and in the program for our now-planned November
2018 bond referendum.
Plan for increasing affordable housing in Chapel Hill?
To continue supporting the actions for which I voted, in particular: Maintaining
the Affordable Housing Reserve at a high level; advocating for the use of surplus
town property for affordable housing; continuing to support the Northside
Neighborhood Initiative, including fund flow all our great partners; carrying through
with the recent Council initiative for a November 2018 bond referendum to raise
funds only for affordable housing.

Priority action for Northside?
I will continue to seek funding and partnerships to help
Northside residents with repairs and to build and restore
affordable homes that keep properties from becoming student
rentals. I will continue doing everything in my power to support
the community’s preservation, outreach and organizing efforts,
from placing a historic marker to funding recreational, social
and cultural programs.
Plan for increasing affordable housing in Chapel Hill?
I’d increase the penny for housing, leverage support through partnerships and use
town properties. For example, Plant Rd. is ideal for a Teen Center AND affordable
housing. We can build both. Teen Center (with gym and climbing wall) on first floor,
work space (community space? LaUNCh expansion?) on second and third, then
three floors of affordable tiny apartments. It is a matter of political will and creativity.

Rachel Schaevitz

Priority action for Northside?
As a member of the Cultural Arts Commission, I highly value
public art and history. My priority is to advocate for the timely
construction of additional Gateway markers throughout
Northside. The current Gateway honors the leaders of our
town, shines a spotlight on a too-often hidden aspect of
Chapel Hill’s history and encourages our families to discuss
civil rights, race, and history in meaningful, personal ways.
Plan for increasing affordable housing in Chapel Hill?
Because affordable housing is such a complex issue, it requires several creative
solutions such as: partnering with UNC to develop incentives for students to stay
on campus after freshman year, experimenting with tiny houses, working with UNC
Health to ensure they contribute to housing their employees here in town, and
making it easier for folks to convert space in their homes into apartments for rental.

Karen Stegman

Priority action for Northside?
The lack of consistent enforcement of the ordinances that
limit the number of unrelated occupants and cars per house
within the Northside community is a serious problem that
I’ll act to address. These regulations were put in place due
to the negative impact on the neighborhood of incompatible
development and student overcrowding. The rules represent
an important commitment by the Town and must be
consistently enforced in order to have the intended impact.
Plan for increasing affordable housing in Chapel Hill?
I’ll advocate for additional funds for our affordable housing goals. Also, the Town
must continue to leverage our local non-profits to maximize impact, working with
organizations like CASA, DHIC, Habitat for Humanity, EmPOWERment, and the
Community Home Trust. Additionally, we need to keep pressure on developers to
keep agreements made under the inclusionary zoning ordinance, and do more with
UNC and UNC Healthcare to make sure they do their part.

Carl Schuler

Priority action for Northside?
The priority action for the Northside is twofold: 1) To continue
the ongoing awareness, contributions and recognition of
the Northside community, its history and demonstrated
community relations amongst Northside neighbors, the
Town of Chapel Hill and the University. 2) To highlight the
Northside neighborhood’s mission for a collaborative and
inclusive neighborhood comprised of long term residents and
short term student tenants: all from various backgrounds.
Plan for increasing affordable housing in Chapel Hill?
My plan is to: 1) increase affordable housing supply in ways consistent with Chapel
Hill 2020 plan; 2) promote an increase in the supply of apportioned affordable
housing (and rentals) from 15% to 25%; 3) support efforts [to] change the current
ordinance...[by] increasing the number of unrelated people from four to five to
contain monthly housing expenses; and 4) support a monthly homeowner fee
consistent to the affordable unit listing price.

voter turnout for the last mayoral election was 16.7 % ! use your vote today!
when and where to vote

use same-day registration

A list of early voting locations and times can be found
on the front side of your Northside News! The regular
election day is Tuesday, November 7th. Polls open 6:30
AM - 7:30 PM. Everyone in line at 7:30PM can vote.
Be sure to vote at your precinct’s poll, not at an early
voting location.

Same Day Voter Registration is available during the
Early Voting period at all Early Voting sites. If you missed
the deadling to register, go to any early voting site and
bring one of these with your name and address:
A utility bill
Government document
Bank statement
Student ID with school doc showing address

no photo id require

You do NOT need to show an ID to vote -- except
if you use same-day registration or if you are a new
voter in the county and your registration was not
fully verified.

Questions

Need help? Have problems voting? Call the voter
hotline 888-OUR-VOTE or go to www.NCVoter.org

assistance when you vote
A family member can halp you vote. A voter with
a disability may get help from anyone but their
employer or union agent If the voting room is not
accessible due to age or physical disability, you CAN
vote at the curb in a vehicle

provisional ballot as back-up

If you go to the wrong precinct on Election Day or
have a problem at the poll, you have a right to vote
with a provisional ballot and to learn if it counted.
Ask for it!

The Northside News is produced by the Marian Cheek Jackson for Saving and Making History with support from EmPOWERment, Inc. It is meant to be a vehicle for communication
among Northsiders, Midway business owners, and friends across the town and county. Do you have a special photo or recipe to share? A local event to report or concern to raise?
Please contact the Center: contact@jacksoncenter.info or (919) 960-1670.

